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Message from the Principal
Welcome to our Spring term newsletter. As we
reach the end of a busy and productive term, I am
reminded why Spring is undoubtedly my favourite
time of year. It is a season of renewal—the days are
getting longer, flowers are beginning to bloom, and
the natural world is waking up after the winter
months.

Key Dates For Your Diary

Start of Summer Term
Monday 13  April 2026th

Easter Revision
30  March - 1  April 2026th st

Mon 25 May-Fri 29 May 2026th th

This newsletter serves as a snapshot of college life since our return in
January, celebrating the remarkable achievements of our students and
staff. We began the term by celebrating the success of our GCSE resit
students, whose January results in English and Maths were once again well
above the national average. I am incredibly proud of their hard work, and
that of our BTEC/CTEC students who also received some unit exam results
just last week.  Again, their hard work seems to have paid off with students
achieving some outstanding grades.
The UCAS deadline for September 2026 university applicants closed in
January, and I am thrilled to report that we sent off just shy of 500
applications—representing more than 90% of our Year 13 cohort.
In preparation for the upcoming summer exam season, all A-level students
have recently completed KAP exams. This provides essential practice, and it
is important that students respond positively to the feedback received from
these assessments. The summer exams will come around very quickly, so it
is important that students maintain their momentum and focus.
The College remains as vibrant as ever. We recently hosted a successful
Open event, welcoming over 800 visitors who learned what it is like to be a
student of the college, as well as providing an opportunity to find out more
about particular subjects. It was a fantastic event that showcased the
strength of the St Francis Xavier family.

In the pages that follow, you can read more about:
Highlights from recent college trips and visiting speakers.
Inspirational individual student stories.
Important diary dates and "appetisers" for the half-term ahead.

I  would like to take this opportunity to thank our students, staff, parents,
and carers for your continued support. My sincere thanks go to everyone
who has provided such incredible opportunities and activities for our
students.
I also wish every member of our college community a very happy and Holy
Easter.

Deadline for all BTEC/CTEC
coursework
Friday 22nd May 2026

www.sfx.ac.uk

May Half Term

So far this year, the
College community
has raised over £2715
for charity which is a
wonderful testament
to our students and
staff, who are clearly
living out the College
values of kindness,
service and inclusion. 

Fundraising

Yr 12 A Level KAP exam week
18 -22  May 2026th nd

Deadline for UAL coursework
Friday 5  June 2026th

Level 3 Results Day (A Level
BTEC/ CTEC/UAL)
Thursday 13   August 2026 th

Level 3 Results Day (GCSE/
BTEC Level 1 and 2)
Thursday 20   August 2026th

Yr12 Progress Review Eve
Wednesday 17  June 2026th

Yr 12 House Day  
Thursday 2  July 2026nd

New Student Experience Day
Friday 3rd July 2026

Summer Open Day Fair
Wednesday 24  June 2026th

Yr 12 Last Day of Term   
Thursday 2  July 2026nd



My thanks to Deacon Tony and Jamie Gittens, who accompanied a group of 13 students on a 3-night retreat
to St. Cassian’s Kintbury. The retreat gave the students some time away from their busy college schedules,
allowing them to focus on themes such as reconciliation and the Good News.  

Chaplaincy
The Chaplaincy here at SFX is at the heart of our college. The Spirit of the Gospel is
at the centre of our way of life, relationships, and community. We want to
accompany each student on their journey through college, offering support and
opportunities to develop spiritually, morally, and intellectually. Our Chaplaincy base
(Rm 049) provides a space for students to socialise, study, play board games as
well as apprise Deacon Tony of their day and find out what’s happening in
Chaplaincy. Chaplaincy meetings take place each Wednesday, where Deacon Tony
and members of the Chaplaincy Group discuss the work of the Chaplaincy, as well
as plan charity events and social action activities. All members of the SFX
community are welcome to join the Chaplaincy. If you are keen to get involved, then
please email our College Chaplain, Deacon Tony: a.flavin@sfx.ac.uk. Some of the
wonderful events organised by the Chaplaincy team so far this term are shown
below.
We were delighted to be one of a handful of schools and colleges to be invited to the Episcopal Ordination of
Bishop Gerard Bradley on 2nd February. Bishop Gerard has been a great friend to the College over the years
and has in recent years, supported our confirmation candidates. We wish him well in his ministry.

Reflections take place daily just prior to break time. During this Lenten season, reflections have centered on
the traditional pillars of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. In keeping with our commitment to being an inclusive
community, we are framing these practices as opportunities for both personal growth and collective social
responsibility. 
Students and staff are invited to participate in "purposeful fasting"—not only
through traditional abstinence but by "fasting" from unsustainable habits or
digital distractions to create space for mental wellbeing. All staff and
students have also been invited to Mass and Stations of the Cross, which
take place every Wednesday during this holy season. This period serves as a
timely reminder of our core values: fostering a culture of self-discipline,
empathy, and active service to our wider community.
This year's Confirmation course has drawn six enthusiastic students, keen to deepen their faith journey. The
course is structured into six sessions, designed to explore key tenets of Christian belief and practice. The
culmination of their journey will be the Confirmation Mass, which will be held on Wednesday, 6th May at 4:30
pm. We are delighted that Episcopal Bishop Gerard Bradley will once again celebrate the Mass, guiding the
students as they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation



 

We are blessed by the amount of fundraising undertaken
by our students and staff. So far this year, students and
staff have raised over £2715. The Chaplaincy charity
committee have just launched the Big Lent Raffle. Students
wrote to local retail outlets asking them for their support,
and some responded positively with some gift vouchers,
which will be raffled. My thanks to Sainsbury’s, Greggs,
Marks and Spencer's, Nando’s and Costa Coffee for their
support. Proceeds from the raffle will be used to buy some
hygiene packs for local rough sleepers who often use the
facilities of the Ascension Church, which is just across the
road from the College. Some of the other charities
supported this year include: Macmillan Cancer, British Red
Cross, ACLT, Refuge, MIND, Mentivity, Great Ormond Street
Hospital, Key Changes, and Ace of Clubs. 
My thanks to everyone who has donated this term. 
During the final week of February, the college came
together for the Xpress Yourself Talent Show to raise money
for the Mosaic Clubhouse, a Brixton-based charity that
aims to promote positive mental health for those aged 16
and over. £175 was raised through ticket sales. There was
plenty of talent on show, from the soulful ballads to
contemporary K-Pop dance. Congratulations to all the
participants, but especially the winner and runners-up: 

Big Lent Walk 2026Fundraising and Charity work

🥇 1st:
Francis
🥈 2nd:
RJC
🥉 3rd:
Brigid &
Silla

Ms Edwards, who organised the show,
will also be supporting Mosaic
Clubhouse when she runs the London
Marathon next month. Ms McPeke,
our head of Health & Social Care, will
be joining her, so I wish them both
well for the challenge 

Just this week, 16 of our amazing Chaplaincy
students spent the morning supporting         
St Mary’s Primary School in Clapham as they
took on the CAFOD Big Lent Walk.
Our students were fantastic walking buddies
to a whole host of enthusiastic Year Two
pupils, helping them navigate the route, stay
motivated, and have plenty of fun along the
way!
We were also delighted to be reunited with
the Year Five class we supported during last
year’s walk. They even brought along the
Jubilee Year of Hope mascot, Luce — the
very mascot our students gifted to them in
2024. It was wonderful to see Luce still going
strong and inspiring another year of hope-
filled action.
To celebrate everyone’s effort and spirit, all
participants received a gold star badge at
the end of the walk.
A huge thank you to St Mary’s Primary School
for welcoming us back, and to our
Chaplaincy students for their warmth,
energy, and commitment to supporting the
local community.



This Term in Pictures
T Level Media Broadcast and Production and UAL Creative Media Production and Technology students had
an exciting morning last week, exploring the Media Studios at Young Creators UK. They learned first‑hand
about the studio’s creative projects, production processes, and the wide range of roles that bring media
content to life. Meanwhile, second‑year UAL Creative Media, Production and Technology students spent the
day exploring the Wes Anderson Archives at the Design Museum - diving into storyboards, props, costumes,
set designs, and the meticulous world behind his iconic films.

Not to be outdone by their UAL and T level counterparts, year 12 A Level media studies students took part in a
full day of interactive workshops at the British Film Institute exploring media industries and media audiences,
with a special focus on Disney and the making and marketing of Black Panther - one of their key A Level
Media case studies.
Meanwhile, Business students participated in the Hebe Foundation's Urban Debaters’ communication
project, a programme delivered in partnership with global law firm Eversheds Sutherland 

Student Wellbeing Ambassadors joined Lambeth Landscapes to plant new trees and hedgerows on
Clapham Common - a hands‑on project that brought together environmental action, teamwork, and
community engagement as well as supporting students’ mental health. 

https://www.instagram.com/britishfilminstitute/
https://www.instagram.com/hebefoundation/


Level 3 Travel & Tourism students visited the Natural History Museum and the V&A Museum to explore and
evaluate customer service practices. The Culture Café student society visited Chinatown as part of the
celebrations ahead of Chinese New Year

UAL Performing and Production Arts students had an acting masterclass led by professional actor Adam
Borzone from Central School of Speech and Drama.

A collaboration between A Level Italian and A Level Politics led to a visit to the European Parliament in
the UK located at Europe House in Westminster, where they took part in a structured debate exploring
the evolving relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union.

This year’s Young Enterprise team had the chance to market their prototype product at Spitalfields. This year,
the team has designed an ingenious sustainable product that aims to reduce the time an individual spends in
the shower, saving both water and energy. The product, Beat the Marble, is currently being manufactured in
Italy. The first round of the competition is next week.

HOT OFF THE PRESS: HOT OFF THE PRESS: HOT OFF THE PRESS: HOT OFF THE PRESS:
The team came home victorious from the Central London Final, having claimed Best Presentation and Best
Overall Company. Congratulations to Violeta, Amanda, Alvernia, Nathan, Elena, Kacper, Gloria, Emili, and
Aisha for their incredible work and performance. Onwards and upwards to the next final!



Thursday, March 5th, our Politics and Italian students took part in a high-impact experiential learning trip to
the heart of British and European governance. By visiting both the UK Parliament and the European
Parliament’s UK Liaison Office, students gained a front-row seat to the mechanisms that drive national and
international policy.
At the House of Commons, the group was privileged to meet with:

Marsha de Cordova MP: Member for Battersea and Co-Chair of the UK-EU Parliamentary Partnership
Assembly.
Lena Maria Linnus: Head of the European Parliament’s Liaison Office in the UK.

The sessions focused on the weight of parliamentary responsibility, the necessity of cross-border
cooperation, and potential career pathways in public service. The afternoon concluded at Europa House in
Smith Square, where interactive workshops brought the role of the European Parliament to life. This visit
provided invaluable context for the Italian History unit and Politics curriculum, offering our students direct
access to the role models shaping our political landscape.

A Level Geography students recently headed to King’s Cross  to dive into the area’s incredible transformation
from its industrial past to the vibrant cultural and commercial hub it is today. Not only did they uncover the
rich history behind the canals, railways and old warehouses, but they also got hands‑on experience using
real urban fieldwork techniques. Students carried out environmental quality surveys, perception studies,
pedestrian counts, and land‑use and services mapping, seeing first‑hand how geographers analyse places
undergoing major change. Real places. Real data. Real‑world geography.

Year 12 History students recently visited The National Archives, UK, in Kew as part of their Democracies in
Change course. They worked with original, declassified government documents on the US Civil Rights
Movement, examining memos, reports, and news clippings relating to key events such as the Little Rock
Nine, the Greensboro Sit‑ins, and the March on Washington. A highlight of the visit was the chance to view
one of the rare surviving original copies of the US Declaration of Independence, offering students a powerful
connection to the historical foundations of modern democracy.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-national-archives-uk/


Congratulations to Ariana Soto Toapanta, Taniya Sewell, Jessica Bialkowska, Malakai Dyal-France, Jamila
Gabobe, Isabella Anastasio, Oluwaseun Inubiwon, and Salma Mohamoud on their Jack Petchy Awards. The
Jack Petchey Achievement Awards recognise young people who go above and beyond; students who show
qualities such as commitment, kindness, resilience, leadership, or who make a positive contribution to their
school, college or wider community. Each of our winners was nominated by staff or peers for the meaningful
impact they’ve had over the past year.
Eight of our outstanding student award winners attended the Wandsworth Civic Centre to be presented
with their awards, along with their families, and our two Leader Award winners: Wellbeing Officer, Amy
Stanford and ESOL teacher, Elinor Thomas-Patel. It was a wonderful evening celebrating their achievements
and the dedication they bring to SFX every day. All award winners receive £300 which can be spent on
curriculum activities such as days out or group meals. 

The College Choir recently visited Nightingale Care Home to perform a number of songs, including Lovely
Day, Let There Be Peace on Earth, Oh Happy Day, Revelation 19:1, and a Gospel Medley, which was
especially requested by the residents. Community spirit at its best. My thanks to all the members of the
choir and especially Ms. Gittens, Mr. McCaffrey-Williams, and Mr. Oladosu.



Public Exams Summer 2026
Public Exams for GCSE, A Level and BTEC/CTEC will commence in earnest at the beginning of May. However,
there are some exams in Languages and Art that commence soon after we return from the Easter break. It is
important that students prepare thoroughly for these exams; we are suggesting that, on average, students
should be doing 2-3 hours of revision per day over the break. Students should check Dashboard for dates,
times and locations of each examination. Morning exams commence promptly at 9am and afternoon exams
at 1.30pm. Students are expected to arrive at least 30 minutes before the published start time for each
examination. Students will not be able to enter the exam hall after the exam has started. I am therefore asking
for parents'/ carers' help in ensuring that students arrive to their exams in plenty of time. Thank you.

Easter Revision Sessions March/ April 2026

Mental Health Support
As we enter the exam season, students are reminded that they can seek support from our wellbeing officer,
Miss Stanford a.stanford@sfx.ac.uk ,or speak to any of the College mental health first aiders.

To support students with preparation for this summer’s exams, there are a number of revision sessions taking
place over the Easter break. We encouarage all students to attend the timetabled sessions set out below.



The Careers Department at the College offers guidance to
students to assist them in making informed career decision,
ensuring they transition successfully into university,
apprenticeships or employment. The UCAS deadline came
and went in January, and we are encouraged both by
students’ aspirations and the offers they are receiving. In
total, almost 90% of our Year 13 cohort submitted UCAS
applications, one of our highest ever numbers. 78% of those
applications were to Top Third universities, and 55% were to
Russell Group universities. Offers have been flooding in.
Notable offers include:

Cambridge - Natural Sciences
Imperial - Aeronautical Engineering
Durham - Criminology
King’s College, London - Biomedical Science
Edinburgh - History of Art
UCL - Geography
Bath - Education with Psychology
Bristol - Philosophy
Southampton - Economics

On 3  March, the College was buzzing with ambition as we
hosted our Higher Education and Employment Fair, marking
the start of Year 12 students' journey toward life beyond
college. This event served as a powerful catalyst to focus
minds on the range of progression options available, whether
through traditional degrees or apprenticeships. With an
impressive turnout of 58 representatives from universities,
apprenticeship providers, and leading employers, the sports
hall was filled with students all eager to map out their futures.
It was a truly fantastic event. Massive thanks go to our new
Careers Manager, Ms. Blyghton, for successfully organising
her first major careers event at the college—it was a
resounding success!

rd

Careers and ProgressionCareers and ProgressionCareers and ProgressionCareers and Progression
During Apprenticeship Week, we were
delighted to welcome British Airways to the
college who led workshops on Recruitment
Processes and Employability Skills with our
Year 13 students

My thanks to Investment 20/20 who recently
visited the college to share information on
the investment sector and the Investment
20/20 Trainee Programme. SFX alumna
Melinda Samopolou (M&G trainee) was
joined by James Emerson (JP Morgan
trainee) and Mia Blake (BNP Paribas AM
trainee) who shared their experiences of the
trainee programme. 

Students learned that the Trainee
Programme gives them a full‑time paid role
for at least 12 months, along with loads of
training, support and networking
opportunities to help them grow. They were
excited to hear that there are in excess of
50 investment firms signed up, giving them
access to a huge range of placements -
and most importantly, it all adds up to a
genuine route into the investment industry.
 
Huge thanks to the team and especially to
Jenny Barber, Director of Careers and Talent
for making it happen and for inspiring the
next generation of talent.



-a/ 
 

We continue to invest in delivering the SFX Essential 8,
a programme designed to enhance students'
personal development and equip them with the
transferable skills, behaviours, and attitudes essential
for success in the workplace. This comprehensive
programme is integrated into both the tutorial
sessions and the broader academic curriculum. This
term, our focus has been on the vital skills of speaking
and listening. Students who showed significant
progress in cultivating these skills were recognised
with an Essential 8 certificate. Additionally, the Hebe
Foundation played a crucial role in facilitating 'The Big
Debate', an event that encouraged students from
across the college to engage actively and refine their
speaking and listening abilities by debating various
pressing topics. This initiative not only bolstered their
communication skills but also fostered critical
thinking and confidence. 
I’m delighted that the College has been recognised
by Skills Builder UK for the work we have done on
embedding essential skills (such as teamwork,
problem solving and communication) into the
curriculum

SFX Essential 8SFX Essential 8SFX Essential 8SFX Essential 8 Student FinanceStudent FinanceStudent FinanceStudent Finance

A huge thank you to Martin Bancroft from Nottingham
Trent University for delivering a set of Student Finance
workshops, covering everything from:

The real costs of university — tuition fees and living
costs
Funding options — Tuition Fee Loan, Maintenance
Loan, bursaries
How the Student Finance application works —
means testing, the process, key deadlines
Repayments and interest rates
Disabled Students’ Allowance, budgeting and
managing your money

And because we want every student to access the
support they need, Martin returned a couple of weeks
later to host a drop‑in stand in the main foyer, giving
tailored advice to anyone who couldn’t attend the
initial sessions.
We’re incredibly grateful to Martin and NTU for helping
us ensure our students feel confident, informed, and
fully prepared for the next step in their journey

Can you or your employer help provide industry placements?Can you or your employer help provide industry placements?Can you or your employer help provide industry placements?Can you or your employer help provide industry placements?
Are you or your employer able to support the College in addressing London's skills deficits? If so, we would
love to hear from you. We are looking for employers who would be willing to work with our students in
delivering work-related skills and offering work placements or other industry experiences. We are particularly
keen on hearing from you if you work in the following sectors: health and social care; hospitality; creative;
construction; digital; financial; green (sustainability). If you believe you or your employer can help please
email our work placement coordinator, Ms Green: n.green@sfx.ac.uk
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